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tion at Black River…a popular 
event for ACAers to attend.  
Black River is in Birmingham in 
Erie County, just 20 miles this 
side of Sandusky.  They have nice 
dark skies there and a great many 
attendees with lots of hardware.  
As with all OTAA events, there’s 
FOOD!  Folks that attend are 
asked to bring a dish to share with 
others.  All in all, a very good 
time!  Please contact me for addi-
tional details if you’d like to at-
tend, or visit their website at 
http://apk.net/~arstar50/
otaaconvention.htm if you have 
Internet access. 
 
Don’t forget…our general mem-
bership meetings begin anew this 
month – on Friday September 23, 
2005.   
 
Where in the world did the sum-
mer go?!  It truly seems like we 
just said farewell to our meetings 
back in May when we broke for 
our busy observing season.  
Speaking of observing, has any-
one else noticed the amazingly 
few successful sessions we’ve 
had this summer?  If you have, 
you’re most definitely not alone.  

Ramblings of the President - 
by Dave Jessie 
 
We have a full plate!  The ACA 
has received two outreach re-
quests, both occurring on the same 
day – Saturday, September 17, 
2005.   
 
VP John Crilly took a request from 
the Cub Scouts for an event at 
Wingfoot Lake.  About 100 camp-
ers between 8 and 12 years old 
would very much like to look 
through our telescopes.  Please 
contact John for details.   
 
Mark North was contacted by the 
management of the Portage Lakes 
State Park about an event at West 
Branch State Park.  Please contact 
Mark for additional details.   
 
Telescopes are needed (and mem-
bers to run them, of course!) at 
both events.  It’s rare for us to 
have two events at the same time, 
but I’m sure we can cover them 
both if we put our minds to it.   
 
This coming Saturday (Sept 10th) 
is the OTAA (Ohio Turnpike As-
tronomer’s Association) Conven-

On the sci.astro.amateur Internet 
newsgroup, fellow amateur as-
tronomers from around the 
world have been discussing the 
horrid rarity of clear transparent 
skies this year.  Yes, I’m aware 
we’ve had some great nights, but 
they’ve been unusually few and 
far between.   
 
A few of us gathered at the ACA 
observatory last Saturday, Sept 3 
and had a beautifully clear night.  
Remember, there doesn’t have to 
be a scheduled public event for 
there to be members at the ob-
servatory on a clear Friday or 
Saturday night! 

Meeting Friday, September 23 

 
 
The ACA would like to extend 
a warm welcome to the follow-
ing new member… 
 

Robert Watkins 
 
We are thrilled to have you as a 
member and look forward to 
seeing you at ALL club meet-
ings and events! 
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Club 
 
September 10, Black River OTAA 
September 17, Outreach program at West Branch 
September 17, Outreach program at Wingfoot Lake 
September 23, Monthly Meeting 8 pm 
September 24, Observatory Program, Mars 
October 1, Hidden Hollow Star Party 
October 8, Observatory Open House 
October 21, Monthly Meeting 8 pm 

Celestial 
 
September 17, Full Moon 
September 22, Autumnal Equinox 
October 3, New Moon 
October 8, Observatory Open House 
October 17, Full Moon 
October 21, Orinids Meteors 
October 29, Mars at Closest 

OFFICERS 2005 – 2006  
President 
             Dave Jessie                                 330-688-9043                             djessie@neo.rr.com 
Vice President 
             John Crilly                                  330-334-6668                             jcrilly@neo.rr.com 
Treasurer 
             Diane North                                330-819-4330                            diane@beadgirl.com 
Secretary 
             Pete Flohr                                   330-645-9153                             jlf31@uakron.edu 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 
             Rosaelena Villasenor                                                                      revillasenor@hotmail.com 
Observatory Director 
             Mark North                                 330-819-4394                              mark@marknorth.net                   
ACA Webmaster 
             Glenn Cameron                           330-456-2022                             glenn@cameronclan.org 
Editor, Night Sky 
             Ray Hyer                                    330-784-3970                             rhyer@neo.rr.com 
Trustee 
             Tom Mino                                   330-923-7704                             tjmino@neo.rr.com 
Trustee 
             (open)                
Trustee 
            Freddy Huffman                          330-535-8009                              atmos@netzero.com 
Statutory Agent 
             Mark Kochheiser                        330-882-3713                             mkochheiser@neo.rr.com 
OTAA Representative 
             Lou Poda 

The deadline for article submission is the second Tuesday after  each meeting. All word processing files 
should be saved in straight ASCII text files or any version of Word to minimize import problems.  We will not 
turn away any submission, as long as the article’s subject is astronomy or a related topic.  If you don’t have ac-
cess to a computer, don’t hesitate to write something out long hand.  As long as it is legible, I will slave over the 
keyboard and get it published. 
PLEASE SEND IN YOUR ARTICLES!!!! 
Send your articles, items for sale, and comments to: 
 Ray Hyer 725 Brewer St. Akron, OH. 44305 email rhyer@neo.rr.com 

Activities Calendar 
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Treasurer’s Notes 
 
There has been some discus-
sion about dues paid by new 
members – should they pay for 
a full year when they are join-
ing after May?  Should every-
one’s membership expire at 
the same time?  What do the 
bylaws say? 
 
According to the bylaws, new 
members can have a pro-rated 
membership fee to compensate 
for the May 31 expiration date 
of their membership.  All 
memberships will still expire 
on May 31, and renewing 
members are expected to stay 
on schedule and will not get a 
pro-rated discount if they re-
new late.  However, new 
members will be pro-rated at 
$2.50 per month ($30 divided 
by 12 months).  If you have a 
friend who would like to join, 
you can have them contact me 
for the exact amount.  Since 
our current literature does not 
mention the pro-rating, I will 
send partial refunds to any 
new members that pay the full 
$30 in the middle of the year. 
 
I hope this helps with the con-
cerns about our treatment of 
new members’ dues.  Hope-
fully this will encourage new 
members to join at any time of 
the year. 
 
Diane North, ACA Treasurer 

Treasurer's Report: 8/1/05 - 8/31/05 
Diane North, Treasurer 

 
           Total Beginning Assets                          $9,071.78 

Income 

              Dues                                                             $100.00 
           Interest on balances                                         $6.84 
           Donations (Solar/Lunar Hot Dog Roast       $124.00 

Expenses 

              Magazine Subscriptions paid by ACA           $(32.95) 
           Public Program Expense                            $(113.95) 
           Gifts                                                               $(42.11) 
           Observatory Improvements                         $(136.54) 
           Observatory Upkeep                                   $(126.44) 
           Bank Charges                                                 $(1.00) 
           Total Ending Assets                               $8,849.63 

Picture of Mars imaged by John 
Shulan with Nexstar 8i, 1000 
stacked images taken with Ce-
lestron Nextimage CCD camera. 

The conjunction of Venus and 
Jupiter provides a backdrop for 
an observing session at 
Fishcreek school. 
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Astronomy History in  
Nantucket 

 
Hi friends,        
            I just came back from a 
vacation in Nantucket, MA.  Be-
sides doing my best to consume 
vast amounts of seafood, I had the 
most wonderful time learning the 

story of Maria Mitchell, Amer-
ica’s first renowned woman as-
tronomer.   
          She was born in 1818 and 
her home is still in its original 
form and furnishings. Her father, 
a bank employee, was very 
learned and being Quaker be-
lieved all members of his family 
should be educated.  Maria was 
no exception.  Her father also 
sparked in her a keen interest in 
astronomy.   
           She became the town li-
brarian and read every book in 
the library.  She taught herself 

Latin, ad-
vanced 
mathematics 
and learned 
how to do as-
tronomical 
calculations.  
Her father 
was able to 
borrow a 
telescope, an 
approxi-
mately 4” re-
fractor, from 
the Coast 
Guard and 
Maria set it on top of the Pacific 
Bank Building.  There she discov-
ered a comet and became world 
famous. 
            Maria became the first 
women professor of Astronomy at 
Vassar.  She also was the first 
women to become a member of 
both the Academe of Sciences and 
The American Philosophical Soci-
ety (founded by Ben Franklin). 
Her home is an intriguing look 
into her life and her accomplish-
ments.  Her telescope is on dis-
play.   
            Because of Maria 
Mitchell, Nantucket never lost its 
love of Astronomy.  The sky is 
very dark there.  The town built 

the Loines Observa-
tory in 1908.  The twin 
dome observatory has 
a mid 1800’s 6” Clark 
refractor. Clark was 
the most famous re-
fractor builder includ-
ing the Lowell Obser-
vatory.  This beautiful 
scope has a riveted 
steel tube and brass 
controls. It has a clock 
drive.   I was privilege 

to be able to work with it.   
            In Nantucket during the 
summer, there are three star par-
ties a week at the observatory.  
Vladimir is the director and he 
has seven students doing an in-
ternship for the summer with 
him.  On the last time I went 
with my scope to the help out 
with the star parties, Vlad was 
really glad to see me.  The clock 
drive wasn’t working.  Luckily 
my Celestron Nexstar 8i was 
hitting deep space objects right 
on the button.  I probably had 
the best night ever with my 
scope hitting over fifteen deep 
space objects without any effort 
and wowing a crowd of about 
20 people. Being that guests are 
charged $10.00 to visit, I was 
more than appreciated! 
            If vacation plans take 
you to Nantucket be sure to go 
through the Maria Mitchell 
house and visit the observatory.  
It is a wonderful mix of history, 
astronomy and truly friendly 
people. 
 
Sincerely, 
John L. Shulan  
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TRIP REPORT -  
JACKSON, MICHIGAN 

8/26/05 

 
I managed to get away to another very 
small star party in August. This one 
was near Jackson, Michigan at a site 
owned by the brother of a local as-
tronomer. The location was not so far 
from the nearest town as a truly dark 
site would be, but the horizons were 
great. The photo above is looking 
South. 
             This was a very informal gath-
ering, as Sue (our hostess) wanted to 
start with a small group to give the no-
tion a trial before planning anything 
more ambitious. The facilities were 
minimal; there were no food or equip-
ment vendors and the outhouse was in 
a separate cleared area a couple of 
hundred yards from the observing 
field. On the other hand, Sue and her 
friends surprised us by treating us to 
excellent meals both nights and both 
mornings. 
             At first, we thought the 
weather was going to kill this one. It 
was cloudy all day Friday and when it 
cleared that night the transparency was 

so terrible that most of us didn’t even 
set up to observe. In the wee hours 
Saturday morning it began to rain 
hard. As the morning progressed 
things cleared up, though - and we 
were treated to some excellent trans-
parency and seeing. The solar views 
were so good we began to get very 
optimistic about the prospects for that 
night. 

 
SOLAR OBSERVING  

              I had brought my recently-
acquired PST and a borrowed 12" 
Meade RCX400 with my Thousand 
Oaks Ha filter on it. I enjoyed some 
of the very best solar views I have ex-
perienced. I had never really liked the 
TO filter but the combination of the 
RCX optics and the great sky made it 
do a terrific job. The tiny filaments in 
the prominences were sharp and 
bright at 100X. The PST was also in 
good form, showing subtle surface 
details rarely observable with that ap-
erture. Everyone present had a fine 
time enjoying the exceptional display.  
              Gary Gibbs didn’t arrive un-
til that evening with his Coronado 
dual-stacked 60mm MaxScope. I left 
before he was set up Sunday morning 
but I’m told the sky conditions con-
tinued to be good and the MaxScope 
gave the crew another set of great 
views. 
 

NIGHTTIME  
ASTRONOMY 

              There was a nice assortment of 
gear on the field. Chris and Bobby both 
brought StellarVue 115mm triplet APO 

refractors on CG5-GT mounts. ACA 
member Scott Horstman was there with 
his 17.5" ATM truss dob. He also 
brought his 7" Mak LX200 but circum-
stances prevented him from setting it up 
(my fault). Jim had his 6" Newt on a 
new LXD75 mount and Sue was there 
with her 8" Hardin dob. Paul and Erika 
brought their 10" LX200 and a complete 
portable imaging setup, planning to grab 
Mars and a favorable ISS pass, plus a 
new 6" Hardin dob. Gary arrived Satur-
day with his StellarCat-equipped 15" 
Obsession truss dob and his secret 
weapon - a Collins I3 light-amplifying 
eyepiece. I had the 12" RCX400, tempo-
rarily set up on the tripod intended for 
Scott’s Mak (some dummy left the RCX 
tripod head in the garage). By Saturday 
night everyone was set up and ready to 
go. 
              The skies were as good as we 
had hoped. The rain had cleaned all the 
junk from the upper air so transparency 
was 5 of 5, and as a bonus the seeing 
was also exceptionally good. It was one 
of the dewiest nights I can remember, so 
those without heat fought that all night.        
Specific views I remember especially 
enjoying include the Double Cluster in 
Chris’s SV APO, M82 in the I3-
equipped 15" Obsession, M13 in Scott’s 
17.5" dob, and M17 in the RCX400.  
Did I mention the seeing conditions?  
Cruising the terminator on the Moon at 
500X in the RCX was a real treat.  
             In the early morning hours Paul 
got a great image of Mars and I was able 
to welcome M42 back by enjoying one 
of the best views of the Trapezium I’ve 
ever seen. All present declared the event 
a resounding success. 
 
              John Crilly 
              jcrilly@neo.rr.com 
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September 2005 

ASTRO GARAGE SALE 
I’m unloading a few unnecessary items: 
 
1)  Thousand Oaks 1.5 angstrom Hydrogen-alpha fil-
ter setup for a 12” Meade SCT or RCX - $500 
 
2)  Homebrew (not by me) 12” F/5 truss dobsonian 
telescope. It’s built much bigger and heavier than I 
would have done it; would probably handle a 17.5” 
mirror just fine. I’d consider it a rebuild project to 
make it smaller and lighter but it works as it is. In-
cludes a 2” helical focuser and a shroud. Mirror coat-
ings are a little scratched but a recoat will fix that - 
$500 
 
3)  Tasco Starguide 60GT - same as Celestron Nex-
star 60GT; 60mm F/11 achromat refractor with alt/az 
GoTo mount & tripod - includes a Celestron Nexstar 
60GT handbox instead of the Tasco - $125 
 
4)  Meade 12" LX200 Classic (NOT the current 

LX200GPS model). This is a very nice example of 
Meade’s 12" F/10 forkmounted SCT. It includes the lat-
est firmware (4.34L) with full goto capabilities with a 
64,000 object database. I have the original box plus the 
canvas carry case for the telescope. It will also include a 
dew heater element and a Tele Vue 2" diagonal. No tri-
pod, though. This one has taken a lot of nice astropho-
tos - $2150 

John Crilly 
jcrilly@neo.rr.com 

October 2005 

Send your Want Ads (items to buy, sell or trade) 
to: 
                           Ray Hyer 
                           725 Brewer St 
                           Akron, OH. 44305 
 
Or email to rhyer@neo.rr.com 

ACA Want Ads 
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To join the ACA, or to renew your membership, please fill out the form below, place in an envelope and mail to 
the address shown in the return address area of the form. 

Please be sure to enclose payment for the membership level desired. 

The Astronomy Club of Akron
c/o Diane North, Treasurer 
795 Mohawk Ave 
Akron, OH  44305-1811 

Yes!  I want to become a member of the Astronomy Club of Akron 
www.acaoh.org 
(PLEASE PRINT) 

NAME: PHONE: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

Astronomy Club of Akron annual memberships renew in the month of May. 

 ADULT (ages 18 and older)...... $30.00 JUNIOR (ages 12 to 17) .........$15.00 
 ADDITIONAL ADULT member ..... $15.00                        FAMILY MEMBERSHIP .............$40.00 

I realize the full color version of The Night Sky  newsletter is available for download by members from  
our web page at www.acaoh.org, but I would rather have the B&W version mailed to my address via USPS. 


