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Ramblings of the 
President  
By Glenn R. Cameron 
 

     Hello my starry-eyed friends. 

There is a new Facebook group called, 

�³�$�V�W�U�R�Q�R�P�\���&�O�X�E���R�I���$�N�U�R�Q���´���,���F�U�H�D�W�H�G��
it as a social meeting place for ACA 

�P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�Q�O�\���� �<�R�X�¶�U�H�� �Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�� �W�R��
�M�R�L�Q�� �L�I�� �\�R�X�¶�U�H�� �D�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�� �L�Q�� �J�R�R�G��
standing (dues paid). Please come on 

out to http://www.facebook.com/. 

�6�H�D�U�F�K�� �I�R�U�� �³�$�V�W�U�R�Q�R�P�\�� �&�O�X�E�� �R�I��
�$�N�U�R�Q�´���D�Q�G���M�R�L�Q�����:�H�¶�O�O���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���F�K�D�W��
with each other online and share 

astronomy stuff. 
 

      How cool is it that a new engine 

could get us, or a probe, to Mars in 40 

�G�D�\�V���� �,�W�¶�V�� �D�Q�� �H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�� �H�Q�J�L�Q�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �X�V�H�V��
magnet ic  f ie lds  to  channe l 

superheated plasma out of a nozzle. 

Steady acceleration and deceleration 

will accomplish this miracle. This is 

far better than slinging us, or a probe, 

as fast as possible in one burst of 

acceleration at a point where Mars 

will be in nine months or so, then use 

�0�D�U�V�¶�� �J�U�D�Y�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �V�O�R�Z�� �L�W�� �G�R�Z�Q���� �K�W�W�S������
www.space.com/scienceastronomy/

new-particle-anti-matter-100305.html 
 

     Speaking of Mars, the Mars 

Express spacecraft made a very close 

�S�D�V�V�� �W�R�� �0�D�U�V�¶�� �O�D�U�J�H�U�� �P�R�R�Q�� �3�K�R�E�R�V���� �,�W��
passed at about 42 miles from the 

�R�U�E�L�W�L�Q�J���³�V�S�X�G���´ 

���&�R�Q�¶�W���3�D�J�H������ 

 

ANNOUNCMENT 
 

     Nomination of club officers 
will take place at the meeting on 
Friday, March 26th. Official club 
election to be held the following 
meeting on April 23rd. 
 
 

The following positions are 
open for the 2010 election:  
 

President  
 

Vice President  
 

Treasurer  
 

Secretary  
 

Assistant Secretary -
Treasurer  

 

Publications Secretary 
(aka Newsletter Editor)  Open star cluster M35 with NGC 2158 (small cluster) By ACA Member Len Marek. I 

used the Tele Vue Genesis SDF with the same camera equipment used for M42, the 
Veil nebula published in February's newsletter. With it being only 17 degrees outside I 
was able to cool the camera's CCD chip down to -30 deg C. This resulted in very little 
image noise. I also applied flats in the processing steps using CCDSoft. The image 
consist of 5 frames, 3 minute exposures each in Red, Green, and Blue.  


